June 16, 2005

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHUCK
COLSON, FOUNDER OF PRISON
FELLOWSHIP

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a convicted
felon.

Earlier this month, with the reveal-
ing of Deep Throat, we were reminded
of Watergate, a pivotal event in Amer-
ican history that also marked a major
turning point in the life of then White
House hatchet man Chuck Colson. In-
stead of returning to a career in the
private sector after serving his prison
sentence, Colson felt called to return
to those still behind bars.
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In 1976 he founded Prison Fellowship,
the world’s largest prison outreach or-
ganization.

In 2002, after nearly 30 years of lead-
ing Prison Fellowship, Colson named
former Virginia Attorney General
Mark Earley as the man who would
take the organization into the next
generation. Now, June 16, 2005, marks
another crowning moment as they
dedicate new headquarters in
Landsdowne, Virginia.

With over two million Americans be-
hind bars in the United States, Prison
Fellowship is working to change hearts
and help return inmates to society as
productive citizens.

Today we may dedicate bricks and
mortar, but we are truly giving thanks
that Prison Fellowship is not just an
organization; it is a movement of
churches and volunteers in all 50
States and now 108 countries around
the world

Thank you, Chuck Colson, for saving
lives by saving souls.

———
REPUBLICAN ABUSES OF POWER

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, how
much does the majority leader under-
estimate the American people? For 6
months now the House Ethics Com-
mittee has been unable to meet be-
cause the Ethics Committee chairman
refuses to abide by the committee’s
own rules. And now, this week, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY) says it
is the Democrats who are keeping the
committee from meeting because, ac-
cording to him, they want to delay his
case before the Ethics Committee until
an election year.

If the majority leader really wants
his case heard before the Ethics Com-
mittee, he should persuade the Ethics
Committee chairman to abide by the
ethics rules and appoint a nonpartisan
staff director. The rules of the com-
mittee are clear that the staff be as-
sembled and retained as a professional
nonpartisan staff. If the gentleman
from Washington (Chairman HASTINGS)
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is allowed to appoint his chief of staff,
he would be breaking the committee
rules by having a partisan staffer on
the committee.

Democrats want the Ethics Com-
mittee to play by the rules. Please play
by the rules.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2863, DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2006

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 315
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 315

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2863) making
appropriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2006, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule
XXI are waived. During consideration of the
bill for amendment, the Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole may accord priority
in recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. When
the committee rises and reports the bill back
to the House with a recommendation that
the bill do pass, the previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORBES). The gentleman from OKkla-
homa (Mr. COLE) is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
for the purpose of debate only, I yield
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 315.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
on Tuesday the Rules Committee met
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and reported a rule for consideration of
the House Report for H.R. 2863, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations
Bill for Fiscal Year 2006.

Mr. Speaker, when the Rules Com-
mittee met, it granted an open rule,
providing 1 hour of general debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking member of the
Committee on Appropriations. This
rule waives all points of order against
consideration of the bill. For the pur-
poses of amendment, the bill shall be
read by paragraph. Additionally, this
rule waives all points of order against
provisions in the bill which fail to com-
ply with clause 2 of rule XXI, and it au-
thorizes the Chair to accord priority in
recognition to Members who have pre-
printed their amendments in the
RECORD. It provides one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, the committee believes
this rule will provide ample oppor-
tunity for Members to fully debate the
funding of our national defense.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the rule for H.R. 2863 and the under-
lying bill. This important legislation
takes dramatic steps to further pros-
ecute the global war on terror, enhance
our security, and improve the lives of
our servicemen and women. It is a bill
that fundamentally addresses many of
the transformative challenges faced by
our military in the future and imple-
ments many measures needed to meet
those challenges.

Mr. Speaker, the Defense Appropria-
tions Subcommittee and the full Ap-
propriations Committee have presented
us with an excellent bill. This bill pro-
vides us with a way to meet many of
the current challenges that we face by
addressing the immediate require-
ments of our forces as well as the ongo-
ing need to transform our military
through the adoption of new tech-
nology, advanced methods of warfare,
and innovative changes in military
doctrine.

To fully appreciate the significance
of H.R. 2863, one must understand the
four long-term challenges that we seek
to address in this legislation.

The first long-term challenge is a di-
rect result of the procurement holiday
that was taken by our country in the
1990s. To understand the consequences
of shortchanging our military during
this era, one need only to recall the
ammunition accounts as they were
funded, or perhaps better described as
not funded, during this period. The fail-
ure to maintain adequate stocks of am-
munition is a shortcoming we are only
now beginning to overcome. Addition-
ally, one can see the adverse effects
that a constant surge in deployments
in the 1990s had upon the maintenance
levels of our hardware. This bill takes
important steps to rectify that prob-
lem associated with the procurement
holiday.

Mr. Speaker, the second long-term
challenge we must address on a con-
tinual basis is related to the trans-
formation of our military forces. The
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